
  

 

April 2018 

April 

 1st— Easter Sunday 

 8th—2nd Sunday of Easter 

 15th — 3rd Sunday of Easter;  

       Council Meeting at 4:30; 

       General Membership        

       meeting following Liturgy 

 22nd — 4th Sunday of           

        Easter 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 

their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 

all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 
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March Madness/Spring Fling Raffle  Sunday, April 8, 2018 

44th Anniversary Dinner Dance      Saturday, May  19, 2018 

44th Anniversary Mass Celebration   Sunday, May 20, 2018 
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March Madness/Spring Fling Raffle 
 

 

Sunday, April 8th, is the date; during the after-mass social is the time and the place 
is Marygrove.  We will hold our twenty-eighth March Madness Raffle.  FIRST PRIZE 
is a cash award of $500.00.  SECOND and THIRD prizes are cash awards in 
the amounts of $250.00 and $100.00 respectively.  Once again, this year, 
at least one-half of the proceeds from this year's raffle will be donated to 
the IHM AIDS Outreach Ministry in South Africa.  
  

All ticket stubs and money must be turned in no later than Tuesday, April 
3, 2018 to insure inclusion in the raffle drawing.  You may make your returns 
on a Sunday or you can mail them in.  When making your returns, please do us a 
small favor and separate the stubs from each other.  In order to provide 
accurate accounting, please return any unsold tickets.   An additional way to 
assist in the success of this fundraiser is by making an additional donation 
to offset the expenses associated with this raffle (i.e., printing, postage, 
prize money, etc. amounting to $1,200.00). 
 

Help us keep our proud tradition of love and service to the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual 
and transgender community, and the community-at-large, alive and growing. 
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Anniversary Theme 
 
 Be a Restless Flame 
 
 How often have we allowed our flame to be almost 
 extinguished?  As members of the Dignity Detroit 
 community, we need always be restless to create a 
 society that is welcoming of people of all minorities 
 including the LGBTQ community.  We need to keep 
 flame burning in Christ’s love and show the world that 
 just because you’re different, it doesn’t mean that you 
 should be discounted or discarded as a person.  Our 
 Dignity is just as important as everyone else’s! 
 
                                                                Matthew Osborn 
 

Council Elections 
 

During the month of May we will be electing a President, 
Secretary and Social Chair.  Each term is for two years.  Per 
our constitution, potential candidates must have been dues 
paying member of  Dignity by March 1st. 
 

Please seriously consider taking your involvement in  
Dignity to the next level.   
 

To place a name in nomination, please see Denise Smith, 
Rick Roos or Ross Turner. 
 

      Deadline for nominations is Sunday, April 8th. 



  
  

 

 

 

Lenten Program—Simple Supper and Sharing 

 

 

 

Simple Supper and Sharing, originated by Sr. Barb Beesley, IHM, has 
been a great opportunity to look at  racism which, whether we realize it 
or not, continues to have an effect on everyone in our locale, and society 
in general. We began with a discussion with John Thorne from the Detroit 
Catholic Pastoral Alliance which is a group of parishes, mostly in the city 
of Detroit, that formed after the 1967 riot/uprising to try to get at the 
causes and heal the city. He gives talks and facilitates discussions like this 
locally and at the national level, including with the US Bishops 
Conference. He provided some definitions, and the “powers” that racism 
has to harm both the dominant race and people being discriminated 
against. We began a discussion using “Created In God’s Image, a Pastoral 
Letter on the Sin of Racism and a Call to Conversion” by Bishop Dale 
Melczek, when he was the bishop of the Gary, Indiana Diocese. We had a 
guide to the document, which was written in very understandable 
language, that provided discussion questions. We know that we only 
skimmed the surface of this complex topic, and, as our group was all 
white, (except for the week John Thorne was present), we only were able 
to explore our viewpoint.  Thank you to Sr. Barbara, and the participants, 
for this Lenten experience. 

 

Carolyn Shalhoub 
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Who is it you are looking for?  John 20.15 

As I was looking ahead at the Gospels for Easter and the 2nd Sunday of Easter 

something struck me as funny—not funny as in “ha ha”, but funny as in odd.  

On Easter, we hear John 20.1-9…Mary of Magdala goes to the tomb of Jesus, 

finds it empty and runs to tell Peter and another disciple who also investigate 

the site and find Jesus gone.  Next Sunday, the 2nd Sunday of Easter, we again 

hear from John 20.19-31…Jesus appears to the disciples and we hear the 

once unbelieving Thomas declare about Jesus My Lord and my God.  What 

struck me as strange is that we don’t hear what I shall call the “missing verses” from John 20.  We hear the 

entirety of John 20 with the exception of verses 10-18!  So, here’s what’s missing: 

Then the disciples returned home.  

But Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb and saw two 

angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet where the body of Jesus had been. And 

they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken my Lord, and I 

don’t know where they laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but did 

not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who is it you are looking for?” 

She thought it was the gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid 

him, and I will take him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,”* 

which means Teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’” Mary of Magdala went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and what he 

told her. 

Those “missing verses” are not heard during any Sunday of the Easter season!  (If you attend liturgy on 

Tuesday of the Octave of Easter [Easter Tuesday] you will hear them proclaimed.)  I think the one 

sentence I’ve highlighted, Who is it you are looking for? is important for each of us to consider!  In 

John’s Gospel the very first thing Jesus says after his resurrection echoes the first thing he says at the 

beginning of the Gospel.  The question begs an answer.   

In your life are you looking for Jesus?  Are you able to see him in the faces of the people who sit next to 

you in church?  Can you see him in the eyes of the homeless woman begging for money on the corner?  

Is he making an appearance in the kid bagging your groceries at the market?  Can you look past the 

outer appearance and recognize Jesus in the single parent, the divorced, the lonely, the disabled, those 

who cry out to be noticed?   

The fact of the matter is this:  Jesus continues to be present to us every day…are we looking for him? 

  Claudia 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/20#51020016-1
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 Dignity Detroit 44th Anniversary 

Dinner Dance 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 

Tickets: $50.00 
 

 

Be a Restless Flame 
 

Park Place, 23400 Park Street, Dearborn, MI 48124 

6:30 p.m. cocktails          7:00 p.m. dinner 

 
 

Ticket order form to return: 

Name:  ____________________________ 

Address:  ____________________ 

City, St. Zip:  ________________________ 

No. of tickets @ $50.00:  _____ 

Total enclosed: $  _____ 

Please mail to:  

          Dignity Detroit, P O Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068 

               Tickets  available  now!          Deadline:    Sunday  May 6, 2018 



  

 

 

 
 

New Edition of Fr. James Martin, SJ’s Book Now Available 

 

Last year I wrote an article for this newsletter about Fr. James 

Martin, SJ,’s book, Building a Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the 

LGBT Community Can Enter into a Relationship of  Respect Compassion 

and Sensitivity and both the enthusiastic welcome he received at 

venues and also hostile comments on line and some refusal to use 

some Catholic sites, much of  which 

was instigated by our neighbors at 

Church Militant. The new edition 

of  the book was released in March 

and contains a lot of  new content, 

based on Father  Mar t in’s 

conversations with LGBT people 

and famil ies at  his many 

presentations. It is available at 

Amazon.com, and don’t forget to 

sign up for Amazon Smile and have 

a small portion of  the cost come to 

Dignity Detroit for every purchase. 

 

Carolyn Shalhoub 
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, 

MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 

Spring began on Tuesday, March 20th……. 
 

Catch up Mother Nature!!! 
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       There are no fees associated 
    with either of these two  
    programs.  All you need to do 
    is register.  Thanks!!! 
 

Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

     www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is 

12223 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed in to your 

Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as your desired 

charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would and we receive a 

portion of the proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure that you shop 

at  

 smile.amazon.com 


