
  

 

August 2018 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 

their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 

     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

Well, the “back to school” sales (seems to start 

earlier and earlier each year) are in full swing so that 

means that summer is moving along very quickly. 

This summer has been a hot one with many 90F 

days.  Thank you for coming to Mass each week, 

despite the warm Chapel conditions.  
 

We are in the planning stages for several upcoming events in September. Our 

annual Mass on the Grass/potluck dinner takes place on Sunday, September 9th.  

Start thinking of  the dish that want you to share; a signup sheet will be available 

in mid-August. AIDS Walk Detroit (actually held at Royal Oak’s Farmers Market) 

is on Sunday, September 16. You can register under our Dignity Detroit team at 

www.aidswalkdetroit.org.  If  you have any questions about registration, please see 

Frank.  
 

Another item to watch for is the upcoming SurveyMonkey questionnaire that you 

will receive early this Fall. This anonymous survey will seek your input regarding 

our weekly Mass and events that take place throughout the year and will help 

Council with our strategic planning.  
 

Lastly, please see page 2 concerning the upcoming Michigan primary – 

August 7th and the General Election – November 6th.   

Your vote matters! 

 

http://www.aidswalkdetroit.org
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                                  August 

 

  5th — 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
  7th —  PRIMARY ELECTION DAY 
 
12th — 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
19th — 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Council     
              Meeting at 4:30 
 
26th — 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In our July 2018 General Membership meeting, we adopted 

Dignity USA’s policy regarding election and candidate 

endorsements.  Basically, Dignity Detroit will remain neutral 

and will NOT endorse any candidates as doing such could 

put our non-profit status in jeopardy.  

 

However, given the current political climate – we would like to stress the 

need for you to vote as every vote counts.  Michigan’s primary is on 

Tuesday, August 7th.  The general election with local, state, and national 

offices occurs on Tuesday, November 6th.  

 

We are not telling you who to vote for as there many resources (Between 

the Lines, League of  Women Voters, etc.) to assist you to gather 

information about the various candidate’s positions. However, this is just a 

reminder to vote.   

Not sure if  you registered?  The following website can help:  

     https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/ 
 

    Need an absentee ballot? Contact your city’s Clerk 
or visit the following: 

 

    https://www.vote.org/absentee-ballot/michigan/ 

https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/
https://www.vote.org/absentee-ballot/michigan/
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News Bites……. 
 

  

 On July 10, 2018, Marygrove College announced that the Higher 

Learning Commission (HLC), its accrediting body, has reaffirmed its 

accreditation.  Marygrove has been an accredited College since 1926! 

 St. Peter Claver,  the parish who worships here at Marygrove on 

Sunday mornings, will be getting a new church, gathering space and 

offices to be built by Loyola High School.  Loyola will then lease the 

new site to St. Peter Claver Parish for $1 per year.  The Archdiocesan 

College of  Consultors has approved the plan. 

September 9th  

Annual Mass on the Grass and   

End of  Summer picnic. 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership 

Incentive Program effective July 1st.  If  you become a member or renew 

your membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will 

become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or 

renewed members in a given month that appear on the National Roster 

we receive around the 15th of  the following month, will be put in a hat 

and one individual will be chosen.  If  you have been thinking of  

becoming a member or have simply forgotten to renew your 

membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can be 

completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
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Mark your calendars for our annual  

Mass on the Grass and End of Summer Potluck! 

 

          We will celebrate liturgy in the courtyard on  

  September 9th, at our normal 6pm time.   

Be sure to bring a lawn chair or blanket on which to sit!  

If you can arrive early (5pm) to assist in setting things up 
it would be greatly appreciated!  We must carry from the 

chapel all the necessary items needed for liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Register for the 2019 DIGNITY/USA Conference in Chicago at: 

www.dignityusa.org 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi34Pyg66TcAhUCSq0KHVLXA68QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstjosephscamillus.org%2Fmass-on-the-grass-2017%2F&psig=AOvVaw1EwNP1ydwjpS7l2nlLPx60&ust=1531872175149317
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Gender and Sexuality – Alphabet Soup? 

 
We are all probably pretty familiar with the usual 
“LGBT” initials, but lately, some newer expressions 
have come into use, like “cis” versus “transgender”, 
“gender fluid”, “non-binary”, “QIA” added to 
LGBT, and “my pronouns are…”. There are actually 
200+ ways to describe gender, orientation, sexuality 
and romantic attraction, or the lack of  it.  In an 

effort to clarify some of  these for us, I consulted the New Ways Ministry website, 
www.LGBTIQ.xyz, the Urban Dictionary and the APA website. 
 
The American Psychological Association defines sexual orientation as “a 
component of  identity that includes a person’s sexual and emotional attraction to 
another person, and the behavior and/or social affiliation that may result from this 
attraction. A person may be attracted to men, women, both, neither, or to people 
who are genderqueer, androgynous, or have other gender identities. Individuals 
may identify as lesbian, gay, heterosexual, bisexual, queer, pansexual or asexual, 
among others.” (APA)  
 

Sexual orientation and gender identity are not the same thing. “Sex is assigned at 
birth, refers to one’s biological status as either male or female, and is associated 
primarily with physical attributes such as chromosomes, hormone prevalence, and 
external and internal anatomy. Gender refers to the socially constructed roles, 
behaviors, activities, and attributes that a given society considers appropriate for 
boys and men or girls and women. These influence the ways that people act, 
interact, and feel about themselves. While aspects of  biological sex are similar 
across different cultures, aspects of  gender may differ.” (APA) 
 
“Queer” serves as an all-inclusive umbrella term. Q can also stand for 

“questioning”, for people not yet sure where they fit. Some persons who do not 

identify as either male or female prefer the term “genderqueer”. Gender-fluid can 

be described as a dynamic mix of  male and female. Gender-fluid people may feel 

more feminine some days and masculine on others. “I’m not a boy, and I’m not a 

girl either. I’m gender-fluid”. (Urban Dictionary) 

http://www.LGBTIQ.xyz
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Gender and Sexuality – Alphabet Soup? (continued) 
 

I saw several new flags at PRIDE this year: the bisexual flag is bright pink on top, 
bright blue on the bottom, and a purple band in the center where the two intersect.  
Transgender issues have been prominent over the last few years and have figured in 
court cases about bathroom availability. Articles about even small children being 
aware that the gender of  their birth does not represent them and celebrities like 
Bruce/Kaitlyn Jenner have contributed to the discussion. APA says “transgender is 
an umbrella term used to describe people whose gender identity (sense of  
themselves as male or female) or gender expression differs from that usually 
associated with their birth sex”. Cis gender people are those whose gender at birth is 
the gender they identify with.  Trans people can be heterosexual or gay. Asking 
people what their “pronouns” are is one way to respect how people identify and 
what they want to be called. For example, my pronouns are “she and her”. Others 
might prefer “they and their”, using a non-gendered plural pronoun. The trans 
PRIDE Flag is pink, white and blue stripes. Pink and blue are typical baby colors and 
white represents intersex.  
 
Androgynous people identify as partly male and partly female in appearance. 
Pansexual people are not limited in sexual choice with regard to biological sex, 
gender, or gender identity. The pansexual flag is pink stripe on top, representing 
women, yellow stripe in the middle, representing attraction to non-binary/other, and 
blue stripe on the bottom representing men.  
 
Asexuality is the lack of  sexual attraction or low interest in sexual activity. Asexual 
individuals may still want a relationship, sex is just not an important component of  
it. The Asexual flag is black, gray, white, and purple.  
 
The genderqueer flag includes lavender, long a symbol of  queerness, plus white (no 
gender) and green, for non-binary.  
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Gender and Sexuality – Alphabet Soup? (continued) 
 

Various conditions that lead to atypical development of  physical sex characteristics 
are collectively referred to as intersex conditions. An infant may be born with 
internal/external sexual characteristics that do not match or may have organs of  
both genders. There are a great number of  things that happen during gestation that 
determine biological gender. Several years ago, doctors might make a decision for 
these children as to in what gender they would best belong, and surgically remove 
the opposite organs. The child was often never told about what was done, and might 
have never felt at home in their body without knowing why. I met a beautiful 
intersex woman at the last New Ways Ministry Symposium who came to the US 
from South America because her life was in danger.   
 
Our alphabet soup community is more diverse than most of  us realize, and some 
members are just breaking ground now, like GLB people did in the 1960’s. They may 
not be understood by most people, but we will continue to learn from each other, 
and appreciate the colors of  the rainbow represented by each of  us.  
 

                                                                                          Carolyn Shalhoub 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

           Traditional Gay Flag    Transgender Flag  Bisexual Flag 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Pansexual Flag        Asexual Flag        Genderqueer Flag 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIguPkyavcAhVijK0KHWufC6wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.queerarthistory.com%2Flove-between-women%2Fmichael-page-bisexual-pride-flag-1998%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fMQetlJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiShZz0yqvcAhUDQawKHUeIBZ0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldflagshop.com%2Fproduct%2Ftransgender-monica-helms-gay-pride-medium-hand-flag%2F&psig=AOvVaw1-ZIVY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwio47Wfy6vcAhUFnKwKHaUHABcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mrflag.com%2Fshop%2Fasexual-flag-economy%2F&psig=AOvVaw113HaULDvbsvtBbmpSWUPp&ust=1532104227909153
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-9pjky6vcAhVNcq0KHRXMAmYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldflagshop.com%2Fproduct%2Fgenderqueer-gay-pride%2F&psig=AOvVaw1eY4teit0tBVUKw9wsvkmg&ust=153210433
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Food for Thought……. 
 

Before you speak to me about your religion, first show it to me in 
how you treat other people;  before you tell me how much you 
love your God, show me in how you love all His children;  before 
you preach to me of your passion for your faith, teach me about it 
through your compassion for your neighbors.  

 

In the end, I’m not as interested in what you have to tell or sell as 
I am in how you choose to live and give. 

Cory Booker 

 

 

FrontRunners (and Walkers) 
 

Looking for friends to jog with or walk with…..look no further.  The 

FrontRunners (and Walkers) group meets at the corner of Sixth 

and Washington Streets in Royal Oak every Wednesday evening at 

6:30 pm and Saturday morning at 9:30 am.  If you are interested 

in further information or would like to join the group, please 

contact (call or text) Chris at (813) 523-8853 or Dave at (248) 

928-4076. 



  

 

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, 

MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 

 
AIDS Walk Detroit 2018 

 
Registration is now open for this year’s 2018 

AIDS Walk Detroit.  The Walk takes place on 

Sunday, September 16th in downtown Royal 

Oak.  There is a new registration site so if even 

if you have walked in the past, you will need to 

re-register this year.  Simply visit 

www.aidswalkdetroit.org and click on a “Join a Team”. Search for 

Dignity Detroit and register.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO MAKE A 

DONATION TO REGISTER.  The option is there if you choose to make a 

donation. 

 

Our Re-vamped website is now  
 

available to view! 

www.dignitydetroit.org 
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