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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are
affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
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January
 1st — Solemnity of Mary
 7th— Epiphany
 14th—2nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
 21st — 3rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
 28th — 4th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

As we begin a New Year, let’s not even
talk or mention resolutions. You know,
that the whole exercise of deciding on
what we are going to do different in 2018 that we
perhaps didn’t do.
Let’s just all agree to live a better life than we did in the
past.
It’s as simple of that.
Thank you for everything that you have done for our
community throughout 2017 as it made a difference.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the 22
presiders that celebrated Mass with us last year as their
involvement each week is a great blessing that other
Dignity chapters did
not have.
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March Madness

Coming Soon!

44th Anniversary Dinner Dance

Saturday, May 19, 2018

44th Anniversary Mass Celebration

Sunday, May 20, 2018

White Elephant Results
Thank you everyone for your participation in our December
10th Annual White Elephant Party!
We started out with some salad, pizza, and dessert before moving on to
the main event! After the pizza expense, we raised $693.00 while enjoying many laughs during the bidding process. Special thanks for Santa
Glenn for leading us in the auction!

Thank you again for your generous spirit!!

A New Year's Prayer
Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our Spirits to be born again.
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.
Amen
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is

12223


Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed in to your
Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as your desired
charity recipient



Shop as you normally would and we receive a
portion of the proceeds.



However, you need to ensure that you shop
at


smile.amazon.com
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Archbishop Expresses Support for Priest Who Came Out as Gay

A Wisconsin archbishop has expressed support for a priest in his archdiocese
who came out as gay this past weekend.
Archbishop Jerome Listecki of Milwaukee (pictured above) said in a statement that Fr. Gregory Greiten sharing his coming out story “reminds each of
us of God’s call to continue to grow in understanding and to live holy, chaste
lives.” The archbishop said further in a statement, reported by USA Today:
“We support Father Greiten in his own, personal journey and telling his story
of coming to understand and live with his sexual orientation. As the Church
teaches, those with same-sex attraction must be treated with understanding
and compassion. As priests who have made a promise to celibacy, we know
that every week there are people in our pews who struggle with the question of homosexuality.”
Greiten had a meeting with Listecki prior to his coming out in a homily and
in an essay in the National Catholic Reporter, according to an archdiocesan
spokesperson. Parishioners were overwhelmingly supportive of Greiten on
Sunday, giving him a standing ovation after he came out during Mass. Fr.
James Martin, SJ, expressed his support for the priest on Facebook. You can
read Bondings 2.0’s coverage of his coming out here. [Editor’s note: More
about this story will be posted in the coming week.]
For priests, coming out as gay can be risky. Though Catholics in the pews
are overwhelmingly supportive when priests do come out, there are still risks
involved. Few church leaders encourage gay priests to be public about their
sexual orientation. In some cases, priests who come out can be punished.
For example, Warren Hall, a gay priest from the Archdiocese of Newark, was
suspended from ministry after coming out and has since left the priesthood.
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Archbishop Expresses Support for Priest Who Came Out as Gay
(cont.)
Listecki’s support is significant because it helps pacify concerns that
Greiten might be disciplined for his decision.
It seems true that change will only happen when gay priests start
coming out in greater numbers. The situation in Milwaukee and the
other cases mentioned above show that coming out need not be an
antagonistic moment, and that the bishop, in caring for the diocese’s
priests, could be in conversation and even support gay priests.
When Fr. Michael Shanahan, a Chicago archdiocese priest came out
in 2016, Cardinal Blase Cupich made a statement in support of him,
too. Similarly, Fr. Steve Wolf, a Nashville diocese priest, reported
that his bishop was very supportive of him when he came out as
gay.
More church leaders voicing their support for gay priests would allow
more priests to come out, a healthy and life-giving decision for them
and for the Church. Unfortunately, such public support is unlikely to
appear soon. As of today, the Vatican’s formal policy for seminaries
bars gay men from entering the priesthood.
Theologian Lisa Fullam has suggested gay priests instead have their
own “Stonewall Moment” by refusing to remain closeted any longer.
Former priest Krzysztof Charamsa did just that when he came out
with his partner before the 2014 Synod on the Family and was quickly suspended. He has similarly called for a Stonewall in the church.
It seems true that change will only happen when gay priests start
coming out in greater numbers. The situation in Milwaukee and the
other cases mentioned above show that coming out need not be an
antagonistic moment, and that the bishop, in caring for the diocese’s
priests, could be in conversation and even support gay priests.
—Robert Shine, New Ways Ministry, December 20, 2017
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Sock and T-Shirts Collection
During the month of January, we will sponsoring a Sock Drive to benefit the
Pope Francis Center. PLAIN, WHITE crew socks are desperately needed
during these cold winter months. Also needed are men’s white briefs and tshirts.
Men's socks (cotton & wool)
Men's t-shirts

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday evening at
6:00pm in the Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove
College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Contact us at:

Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 480680558

Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com
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From January Celebration

And Mary kept all these things, reflecting them in her heart.
It’s a new year: 365 days are before us. There’s a new calendar to fill
with birthdays, celebrations, errands and all the mundane details of our
lives. Who knows what joys and sorrows, what lessons and challenges
this year may bring! On this first day of 2018, we can learn from Mary’s
example of reflection while remembering the blessings and challenges of
this past year. As we name our hopes for this new year, we might ponder our growing edges, the things we want to change — not about others, but about ourselves. May this year be a time when we put aside old
grudges, try to understand a different point of view, listen to someone
we disagree with, forgive someone, laugh more, sing a new song, and

