June 2018

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
June
 2nd—Ferndale Pride Celebration
 3rd — Feast of the Body and Blood
of Jesus
 10th — 10th Sunday in Ordinary
Time; Motor City Pride at
Hart Plaza
 17th — 11th Sunday in Ordinary
Time; Council Meeting at
4:30
 24th — Feast of the Nativity of John
the Baptist
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Ferndale Pride

Saturday, June 2, 2018

Motor City Pride

Sunday, June 10, 2018

March Madness Follow-up
The following letter is from Sr. Peg in South Africa and details the impact from our
$1,072 donation from our successful March Madness that recently concluded on April
8th. Thank you again for all of your generosity this year!

Dear Dave, Barb, Carolyn and Dignity Detroit,
Thank you so much for your donation for AIDS-related ministry in South Africa.
We are very grateful to be able to serve people here in your name.
Sister Sue Rakoczy is celebrating her 50th Jubilee this Saturday so the three IHMs
still in RSA will be together for a few days. I will show them your letter and we will
discuss the best use of the funds. Believe me, there are needs everywhere, but
we are especially interested in youth as HIV is exploding among them.
I will let you know what we see as the best use of the funds at this time.
Again, thank you so much for this donation and for the support in years past. We
do not forget your generosity toward IHM ministry at home and overseas.
Gratefully,
Peg O'Shea IHM

Page 3

June 2018

Volume 44

Issue 2

Dignity USA Board of Directors
The Board of Directors that serves Dignity USA will meet here in Detroit
June 2-3-4. The Board does their best to meet in different cities
throughout the year if at all possible.
The Board will meet Saturday afternoon/evening, again on Sunday during
the day and conclude Monday morning. All meetings are open to anyone
interested in attending. If you are interested in attending any of the
meetings, please send an e-mail to dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
We are very pleased to be able to announce that the Board members in
attendance will be joining us for our Liturgy on Sunday, June 3rd.
The Board members will be staying, and meeting at, a hotel near the
airport. Details will be published once all are known.

Sing Out Detroit Concert
Sing Out Detroit, an LGBT & Ally chorus, will be having their Spring concert,
ENCORE! On Saturday, June 16, 2018 at Ferndale High School (881 Pinecrest
Drive, Ferndale, MI). The concert is a celebration of ten years of music with
lots of favorite songs as well as a special appearance of the alumni chorus
members, like Joe Gawronski. Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the
door. Tickets can be purchased through fellow Dignity Detroit members,
Patrick Sharpe or Gary Olkowski or from www.singoutdetroit.org or 248-9432411. This night to remember will include special chorus displays and an
afterglow following the concert.
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More Information About Fr. James Martin, SJ
I have written before about Fr. James Martin and his two editions of his book,
Building a Bridge, in which he writes about creating better connections between
the official Catholic Church, and the LGBT Community. This was a reaction to
what he observed after the 2016 Pulse nightclub shooting, and the relative lack
of a compassionate response by Church officials, despite many of the victims
being Catholic. He made some positive comments on his Facebook page at the
time, which has a large following, and was somewhat shocked by the vitriol he
received from uber-Catholics from the Church Militant and Lifesite News
communities. Recently there was a post with him reading out loud some of the
more obnoxious comments. This experience resulted in his book, which
described his belief that relationships between the Church and LGBT persons
could be improved with better understanding of each other’s situations. Half of
the book was even comprised of prayers and meditations. Following publication
of the book, Father Martin embarked on an extensive book tour, primarily to
parishes. He was already a well-known author, and a large number of persons
attended his presentations. Interactions with LGBT people and their parents at
these gatherings provided him with much more material, which was
incorporated into the 2nd edition. I donated a copy of this book for the silent
auction at the Dinner Dance.
Father Martin was dis-invited from a few engagements in Catholic churches
after orchestrated protests by members of the aforementioned groups. Great
publicity for the book and future engagements, actually! On May 12, 2018,
Father was the commencement speaker for Loyola University in New Orleans.
There were homophobic protests outside the facility, but Father was gratified to
hear from University Security that the students told the protestors how much
they loved and supported their LGBT classmates. Father said, “thanks to those
Loyola graduates who, just minutes before graduating, did one final act of social
justice as students”.

Page 5

May 2018

Volume 44 Issue 1

More Information About Fr. James Martin, SJ
(cont.)
In the April issue of US Catholic, Father Martin was interviewed as their
“expert witness” of the month, in an article titled, “A bridge to the margins
– for Father James Martin, following Pope Francis’ call to go to the margins
means standing with LGBT people”. http://www.uscatholic.org/
articles/201804/build-relationships-lgbt-catholics-just-talk-31364. There are
two other articles on LGBT topics in the April issue. US Catholic is published
by the Claretian order of priests, and is pretty middle of the road, if a little
left of center. It is gratifying to see some positive movement, even as we
wish for an end of language like “objective disorder”.
Carolyn Shalhoub
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Re-vamped website now

www.dignitydetroit.org
Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak,
MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org
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