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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are 

affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as be-

loved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

Now that the Fall season is officially here, there 

are many activities coming up that might interest 

you.  Among the events (passed along from our 

friends in the community) that are an option for 

you to consider include Gesu Catholic Church’s 

End of Life programs on Tuesday evenings in 

October; Fortunate Families Detroit ‘s November 4 event at Christ the 

King Church with their .Annual Day of Reflection.  More detail about 

these events are found later in the newsletter.  

Our annual volunteer drive will take place this month and will be 

discussed at Mass. However, if you are unable to signup in person during 

Mass, please see the enclosed flyer to signup.  One change from previous 

years—if you are a current volunteer and don’t want to change; you are 

finished and no further action is required.  

In addition, our Fall Retreat is in the final stages of planning and is 

currently targeted for early November, but more details need to be 

finalized.  Watch your email for more information! 

In reflection of our late August and September activities, we had 

the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick on August 27th and was 

a moving experience.  We had the Sacrament of Reconciliation over 

several weeks in early September (demand was high—so it was 

carried over into the 2nd week.  Thank you Fr. Guy!  Mass on the 

Grass and our annual Potluck Dinner was a success as we had good 

weather and much wonderful delicious food!  Thank you for 

everyone who helped set all of this up as we could not have done 

this without you!!  
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Council Monthly Meeting @ 4:30pm    October 15, 2017 

Quarterly Membership Meeting (after Mass)   October 15, 2017 

Fall Retreat       Watch for more details 

44th Anniversary Dinner Dance       Saturday, May  19, 2018 

44th Anniversary Mass Celebration    Sunday, May 20, 2018 

We again are collecting Halloween candy for the Capuchin Soup Kitchen.  Please bring unopened bags of 

candy so that we can forward the collected candy in time for Halloween.  The last day of this collection 

will take place on Sunday, October 22, 2017.  Thank you MaryLou and Mike for spearheading this col-

lection drive! 

It’s time again for Ministry Sign-Up! 
Thank you to all of you who  have volunteered in our various ministries over 

the last year!  Your dedication and service to our Dignity Community is 

much appreciated!  

This year, we will do our “sign up” a bit differently.   

 If you are currently signed up and wish to make no  changes to the ministries in which you serve, 

then you need  do nothing.  I will keep you on the schedule as you are. 

 If you are currently signed up and need to make some changes in the ministries in which you 

serve, simply send me an email with those changes.  For example: if you are currently a Lector and 

wish to be removed from that, just let me know.  OR, if you wish to ADD a ministry to your 

schedule, let me know that to. 

 If you have never served in ministry at Dignity Detroit and are now ready to jump right into it, then 

please fill out the form on page 6 and either send it to our mailing address or drop it in the 

collection basket at church.  I will take it from there and make sure you have the training you need! 

We are especially in need of folks who have an interest in joining our choir, being a greeter, or 

purifying the sacred vessels after liturgy! 

 

Claudia 
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As mentioned on page 1—a friend from Gesu Cath-

olic Church reached out to us about their upcoming 

“End of Life Issues program that will take place at 

Gesu on Tuesday evenings in October.  This  is 

about making a decision before related to the medi-

cal treatment you want/don't want at the end of life.  

Several of our members will be attending.  Registra-

tion is necessary and can be completed by email 

hoopingtonpatricia@gmail.com or by calling the 

phone number listed on the flyer.  

Also mentioned on page 1—our friends at Fortu-

nate Families Detroit are asked for our support at 

their Annual Day of Reflection that will occur on 

Nov 4th at Christ the King Church.  Please visit 

https://www.fortunatefamiliesdetroit.com/events 

for more updates.  



 

Church News from the Church Lady 

 

News from the wider Catholic world which affects our community.  
 

A few months ago I wrote about a book by James Martin, SJ: “Building a Bridge – How the Catholic Church and the 

LGBT Community can enter into a relationship of Respect, Compassion , and Sensitivity”. There have been several reviews 

of the book in publications like America, the Jesuit publication, and a few bishops have weighed in with positive 

comments. It has been rereleased with a new forward. Alas, the “Traditional Catholic” blogosphere has gotten 

ahold of this like red meat for a starving animal. 

 

In an article by Brian Roewe in NCR on 9/16, “Fr. James Martin Uninvited from Talk at CUA Seminary”, it 
states “In recent weeks, far-right church websites such as Church Militant, LifeSiteNews and the blog run by 
Fr. John Zuhlsdorf, aka “Fr. Z,” have questioned the appropriateness of Martin speaking at seminary and other 
church events — referring to him repeatedly as a “homosexualist” and “sodomy-promoting” — and in some 
cases, urged their audiences to express their concerns directly to organizers. In a Sept. 13 post on Martin’s 
scheduled Theological College appearance, Zuhlsdorf asked, “Does it seem right to you that a seminary should 
spotlight an open promoter of a homosexualist agenda?”” Reading “Comments” after any of Fr. James’ Face-
book or Twitter posts reveal a very dark side of people who claim the Catholic faith. 
 
The national seminary in the United States at Catholic University revoked an invitation to Jesuit Fr. James Mar-

tin to speak on campus after a campaign among far-right church groups like LifeSiteNews and Church Militant 

flooded the school with opposition to the priest’s new book on LGBT Catholics. 

 

Fr.Martin, editor at large of America magazine and a consultor to the Vatican’s Secretariat for Communication, 

was set to speak to alumni at Theological College at the Catholic University of America on Oct. 4. On Friday, 

he was notified that the presentation, which was scheduled more than a year in advance, would no longer take 

place. 

From the article cited above, “In a statement, Theological College said that since the publication of Martin’s 

latest book — Building a Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the LGBT Community Can Enter Into a Relationship of 

Respect, Compassion, and Sensitivity — it “has experienced increasing negative feedback from various social media 

sites regarding the seminary’s invitation” to the popular Jesuit priest.“ Other invitations were also rescinded. 

None of the talks were going to be on the topic of the book. Fr. Martin has written many books on Jesus, and 

this was the subject of these talks. 

 

In a separate statement issued Saturday morning, CUA, which hosted a talk by Martin last year, said the deci-
sion by the seminary was made independent of it and “does not reflect the does not reflect the University’s 
policy on inviting speakers to campus, nor does it reflect the specific counsel received from the University and 
leadership.” 
Again quoting from Roewe’s article, “Martin said on Facebook he held “no ill will” against Theological College 
or the others who cancelled his appearances, and that organizers “were all apologetic and in some cases more 
upset than I was.” He attributed the decisions to the “anger or fear” generated among fringe groups “that traf-
fic in homophobia” and the outsize influence they can exert. 
 
“This is disturbing and should be disturbing to all of us. It is not coming from God,” he wrote on Facebook” 

October 2017   Page 4  Volume 43,  Issue 6  



Continued from page 4 Church News from the Church Lady 

Several figures long active in LGBT or other hot button topics like women’s ordination can sympathize with 
Fr. Martin as they are used to being “disinvited” from speaking engagements on Church property, or never 
invited at all. There was not much publicity about it in the larger community. Mary Ann Duddy-Burke, Ex-
ecutive Director of Dignity USA noted that she now asks for the honorarium in advance, for speaking en-
gagements, and if the speech is cancelled, donates it to an organization supportive of LGBT people. As Fr. 
Martin is already a nationally known editor, writer, social media user, and speaker in the “mainstream”, this 
has attracted wider attention in social media, and in the New York Times, 9/16/17, “Priest Stands Up for 
Gay Catholics, Then Faces Backlash”.  
 
I have expressed my appreciation to Fr. Martin for taking heat to bring a message of unity and respect. He 
wrote the book because of the venom he saw expressed against GLBT people. What he is facing now is call-
ing attention to how LBGT people have been treated or ignored by the Church. Hopefully, this attention 
will bring out the people of good will too. 
       Until next time…. 
 

       Carolyn 

PEACE! 
On August 15, 1945, the above headline appeared on the front page of the Detroit Free Press declaring that 

World War II had ended.  How I long to see a headline like that in my lifetime! 

These days, when I turn on the television news, open a newspaper, or read the news feeds on my computer 

I am appalled, frightened, horrified, angry, disillusioned and sad. It seems that every news story screams 

destruction, death, hatred,  or prejudice.  And I think God must be crying. 

Folks in Texas  and Florida are trying to put their lives back together after Hurricanes Harvey  and Irma.  

In the midst of the destruction in these states, glimmers of hope shone brightly through the generosity of 

those who assist in the recovery.  Yet, at the same time, looters are ravaging hurricane damaged areas trying 

to take advantage of the misfortune of others and there is evidence of price-gouging at the gas pumps and 

markets.  And I think God must be crying. 

Terror attacks around the world continue to put people on edge.  Individuals, filled with hatred, intention-

ally injure and kill innocent people...in London, Paris, Barcelona, Manchester, Brussels, Stockholm, St. Pe-

tersburg and scores of other cities.  And I think God must be crying.  

Recently, hatred and racism again reared its ugly head in Charlottesville, Virginia.  White Supremacists 

clashed with counter-demonstrators in what turned out to be an incredibly violent and deadly series of 

events.  One of the news-stories I was reading about this had a link which led to a list of active hate-groups 

in every state.  There are 917 hate-groups currently active in the U.S.; 28 of them are in Michigan cities 

such as Grand Rapids, Linwood, Battle Creek, Trenton, Detroit, Ann Arbor, Westland, Clinton Township, 

Dearborn Heights, New Baltimore, Wyandotte, Traverse City, Benton Harbor, Alpena, and Petoskey.  And 

I think God must be crying.    (https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/map-details-where-michigan-hate-groups-are-in-2017)     
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday evening at 

6:00pm in the Sacred Heart Chapel at 

Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
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Continued from page 5    PEACE! 
 

I am genuinely frightened by what I read about North Korea and their missile testing and what the response 

of our government might be.  Another war?  Who knows for sure, but I think God must be crying. 

So, what are we going to do about all of this?  Unfortunately there are no easy answers, but when I look to 

the Scriptures I am reminded that Jesus tells us to LOVE as he loves and St. Paul tells us to do all things in 

LOVE.  Let us all pray to Jesus, the Prince of Peace and ask Mary, the Queen of Peace to intercede for us.   

I guess that’s where we start.  And if our love is contagious, if we truly live as Jesus calls us to live then per-

haps we will again see peace. 

         Claudia 


