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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic
Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Dignity
Detroit
offers
community outreach for our
less fortunate brothers &
sisters at the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen in Detroit.

Calendar of Events
July
5th- 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
12th- 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our volunteer participation
needs your help on the 2nd
and 4th Friday of each month
between 3:30 - 6:00p.m.

19th- 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Council meeting @ 4:30
- Quarterly General
Membership meeting
immediately after Liturgy

For more information see
Michael Frontiera

26th- 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Frankly Speaking
It is hard to believe that the year is already half over!
I again want to thank Marylou and Daniel for their service to our
organization the last two years as Secretary and Community
Involvement chair respectively. Both individuals did a great job while in office and I
look forward to their continued involvement in other areas of Dignity Detroit.
I also again want to welcome Carolyn and Michael to the Leadership team as Secretary
and Community Involvement chair respectively. Both individuals bring with them
energy levels that ensure they, too, will do a great job.
For those of you traveling this summer, please be safe and have a wonderful, enjoyable
time. Since the new ministry schedule is published, please let Claudia know if you are
going to miss an assigned duty and have not been able to find a substitute.
Finally, please do not forget that although you might miss a week or two, our financial
commitments/bills do not take a vacation. I know I sound like a pastor, but facts are
facts. We need your support fifty-two weeks a year. End of sermon.
Have a great summer……

Frank

Apostles’ Creed
As you are probably aware, our presiders have a choice for the profession of faith.
There is the Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed and the renewal of Baptismal
Promises. The Nicene Creed is on the laminated card were are currently using
and the renewal of Baptismal Promises is a series of questions to which the
congregation simply responds, “I do”. To make things a little easier when the
Apostle’s Creed is used, you can now find that prayer on the inside back cover of
the Ritual Songbook that we use at our Liturgies.

2

July 2015, Volume 41, Issue 3
I invite you to take a look at the readings for July 19—the 16th Sunday in Ordinary
Time. You can find them at www.usccb.org. As I was reflecting on the readings for
that particular liturgy I was debating on whether I should write about the first reading
from the book of Jeremiah or about the passage from Mark’s gospel. It would be easy
to write about this particular passage from Jeremiah:

Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture, says the LORD.
Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, against the shepherds who shepherd
my people: You have scattered my sheep and driven them away.
You have not cared for them, but I will take care to punish your evil deeds.
My mind is instantly drawn to some church leaders who proclaim on Sundays the
Gospel of Jesus who promotes unconditional love and acceptance but then they don’t
live it in their daily lives. I’m also thinking about politicians who say they have the “best
interest” of their constituents foremost in mind when some of them are only interested
in lining their own pockets. There are many people who are irritated, angry, confused,
and hurt over the lack of compassionate leadership in the church and government.
They have even lost confidence in those who were either appointed or elected to
“shepherd” us.
Yes, it would be easy to write about all of that…but I won’t. Instead I’ll focus on the
Gospel. If you remember, Jesus had just sent the apostles out in pairs to preach,
teach, and heal. They have now just completed one leg of their journey and have
come back to tell Jesus about everything they have seen and
done. We can surmise that they had been gone for a while and
Jesus is anxious to hear what they have to say. Their plans,
however, are foiled. At first, they were followed by great
crowds to the “deserted place” and didn’t even have a chance
to eat, rest, or regale Jesus with their stories. So, they all get
into a boat to travel to the opposite shore and sure enough, the
people followed…even beating Jesus and the apostles there!
The apostles may have been a little exasperated at all of this, but not Jesus.

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved
with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he
began to teach them many things.
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These folks who came to see Jesus weren’t necessarily those who were happy and welladjusted; they weren’t there to sing Jesus’ praises.
These were people with
problems…they were sick, hungry, and lost souls. Jesus didn’t say to them, “Go away!
Can’t you see I’m busy? Can’t I just get a little ‘me’ time?!” Instead he meets them
where they are, recognizes their needs, and attends to them; he was moved with love
and compassion.
How many times have our plans been interrupted, spoiled, or even foiled by others?
You just sit down to a nice meal and the phone rings. It’s not some nuisance call like a
telemarketer or even a friend who’s just calling to say “hi”. No, this is a call from
someone whom you love who genuinely needs your immediate help and attention.
How do you respond? With heavy sighs and palpable frustration or like Jesus…moved
with pity and dropping everything to take care of the needs of others?
We have been called and commissioned to follow Jesus, to imitate his example. Let this
be our prayer:

Let us pray today for those called to leadership, those who are in positions of authority,
and for all of us, that we may rely on God to provide the energy and resources we need
when we are tired and feel we can do no more. Good and gracious God, fill us with
your love and compassion so that we may see your face in each person we meet this
day and do your work in each task set before us. We pray always in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Claudia
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Congratulations to all who have worked so hard to make civil marriage
equality a reality in our country. What a great day it is! Below is the
statement of DignityUSA, released just minutes after the announcement of
the Supreme Court's ruling.
LGBT Catholics Hail Supreme Court Decision to Make Marriage Equality the Law of the U.S.

Boston, June 26, 2015. DignityUSA, the organization of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender Catholics, cheered today’s Supreme Court’s sweeping decision that strikes
down state bans on same-sex marriage, and makes marriage equality the law of the land
throughout the U.S.
“As Catholics, we celebrate the increase in justice that this ruling ushers in. We rejoice
with all of the couples and families who will be able to access the legal protections that
marriage will afford them. Mostly, we are thrilled that the Supreme Court has recognized
that the love and commitment of same-sex couples is absolutely equal to that of other
couples,” said Marianne Duddy-Burke, Executive Director of DignityUSA.
Duddy-Burke continued, “Catholics have been in the forefront of efforts to gain marriage
equality for more than a decade. Our commitment to the values of love, inclusion, family,
and justice have inspired millions of Catholics—both straight and LGBT—to work for this
day, even when some leaders of our Church have instructed us to fight against it. It is
wonderful to see the true values of our faith and our country affirmed today.
“DignityUSA prays for consideration and solidarity as this ruling is implemented. We
understand that there are many in our country, and in our church, who will be
disappointed by this ruling, and urge that the sincerity of their beliefs be respected. At the
same time, we expect that all people, no matter what their beliefs, abide by what the
Supreme Court has affirmed as the law of the land, and treat same-sex couples and their
families respectfully and in full accordance with the law.”
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Mark your calendars!
After Mass Social Reminder
Please send your name and phone number if you would like to provide the after
mass social. We count on people to take turns for our fellowship. All you have to
do is bring food item(s) and we will take care of the rest of the set up.
PatrickSharpe@Outlook.com

The Monthly Meet Ups are being planned and an email blast will go
out when they are finalized as well as a post on our Facebook Page.
Like us on Facebook for periodic updates!

42nd Anniversary Celebration
Our 42nd Anniversary Celebration will take place the weekend of May 14-15, 2016. Our Annual
Dinner/Dance will be on Saturday evening, May 14th and our Anniversary Liturgy will follow on
Sunday, May 16th (also the Solemn Feast of Pentecost).
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday evening
at 6:00 pm in Sacred Heart Chapel at
Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming

Dignity Detroit meetings:
Our meetings are open to all
Council Third Sunday every month @ 4:30
pm

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: 313-278-4786
E-mail: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org
We are a 501 (c ) 3 organization

General Membership Third Sunday of January, April, July
and October, immediately after
mass.

DignityUSA:
P.O. Box 376
Medford, MA 02155-0376
Phone: 800-877-8797
E-mail: info@dignityusa.org

Is your membership expiring soon?

Dignity Detroit offers community outreach for
our less fortunate brothers & sisters at the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit.
Our volunteer participation needs your help on
the 2nd and 4th Friday each month between
3:30 - 6:00pm.
Please see Michael F. if you can help.
Thank You!!!
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You can renew by logging on to the
Dignity/USA website. If you don’t
have access to a computer, renewal
packets are available on the back
table in the Chapel for you to mail
in.
Anyone who cannot afford the $50
membership is encouraged to see
any member of council for the
confidential Angel’s Fund program.
All you have to do is ask!

