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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic 

Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration 

of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate 

fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frankly Speaking 

Dignity Detroit offers 
community outreach for our 
less fortunate brothers & 
sisters at the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen in Detroit. 
 
Our volunteer participation 
needs your help on the 2nd 
and 4th Friday of each month 
between 3:30 - 6:00p.m. 
 
For more information see 
Michael Frontiera 

 
 

 

 
 

4th- 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
       Solidarity Sunday 
 
11th- 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
18th- 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
         Council Meeting  
         General Membership Meeting 
         Volunteer Sunday 

 
25th- 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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  Frankly Speaking 
 

As you might be aware, the month of September 
was Emergency Preparedness Month.  What you 
may not be aware of are the action items that the 
Council has been working on with respect to any 
emergencies that might occur here at Marygrove.  
We have been in contact with Security at 
Marygrove on these items as well. 

 
 Emergency Evacuation Routes:  As you enter the chapel, immediately 

on your right, is posted an Emergency Evacuation Route sign for the 
Liberal Arts Building. On the left is an Emergency Evacuation Route 
specific to the chapel.  The drawings show all exits from the chapel and 
the immediate area just before entering the chapel.  We also show the 
outside exits that are present in each sacristy.  As you enter either 
sacristy, proceed to the furthest point to your right or left. There you 
will find an exit to the outside down the few stairs.  We have included a 
copy of the drawing elsewhere in this Newsletter.  Please take a 
moment and familiarize yourself with the exit points. 

 
 We are researching the idea of purchasing an AED 

(Automated External Defibrillator) device to keep in the 
sacristy.  The college has an AED device, but it is kept in the 
Security office in the basement of the Liberal Arts building.  
We would also make arrangements for training in the use 
of the AED for any individuals wishing to be trained.  The 
expenditure associated with an AED would require 
membership approval due to the amount which would 
exceed $1,000.00.  Council hopes to have a formal proposal 
to present at the October General Membership meeting. 
 

       Frank 
 
 
 



October 2015, Volume 41, Issue 6 

 

3 
 

 
 

 



October 2015, Volume 41, Issue 6 

 

4 
 

 

Solidarity Sunday 

From the DignityUSA website: 
 
Solidarity Sunday is a faith-based anti-violence initiative.  Because we 
understand that most Catholics are appalled by anti-LGBT attacks, 
DignityUSA initiated Solidarity Sunday in 1995 as a way of making our 
opposition to anti-LGBT violence visible.  Solidarity Sunday is held 
every year on the Sunday before October 11 (National Coming Out 
Day). The next Solidarity Sunday will be on October 4, 2015.  NOTE: 

Here in Detroit, Rainbow ribbons and prayer cards will be distributed to those in 
attendance at Mass that evening. 

Solidarity Sunday is dedicated to the memory of the many who lost their lives through 
violence because of who they were or who they were perceived to be. May their deaths 
not have been in vain. Let us work together to end verbal and physical violence against 
anyone, including gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders! 

       Solidarity Sunday Prayer 

God, You are the Creator and Lover of all. You wish us to live in solidarity with 

each other and to rejoice in our diversity. We pray that all Your lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and straight children may experience justice, enjoy peace 

and spread Your love throughout the world. We pray in the name of God, who 

welcomes all to a holy circle of friendship. Amen.  

       Solidarity Sunday Pledge 

I pledge: I will work for civil and human rights for all people, including gays, 

lesbians, bisexuals and the transgender. Civil rights are not special rights. I will 

seek to stop jokes and unkind language about anyone, including gays, lesbians, 

bisexuals and the transgender when spoken in my presence. Words that hurt and 

bigotry are not funny. I will speak out against any slander, debasement, lies or 

dehumanization of anyone, including gays, lesbians, bisexuals and the 

transgender, including when spoken by political or religious leaders. Violent 

speech leads to physical violence. I will work to stop physical violence against 

anyone, including violence against gays, lesbians, bisexuals or the transgender. 

Violence against any person is violence against all people.  
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When I am around the teens I work with, or even the littler ones, I sometimes like to 
reminisce about the “good old days.”  Now, depending on your age, your “good 

old days” could be different from mine.  I was a child in the 1960’s and there 
were certainly some cool things happening…the moon landing, Vatican II, the 
debut of A Charlie Brown Christmas and the very first heart transplant.  During 
this same time period there were some terrible events…the assassinations of 
John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, and Martin Luther King, Jr., the war in 

Vietnam, and the Detroit Riots.  I remember “gas wars”, penny candy, having milk delivered to your 
house, and being told to be home “when the street lights come on.”  I also remember when it was a part 
of life to receive a hand-written letter in the mail and how excited our family would be to hear from an 
aunt and uncle who lived so far away!  (In truth, they lived 59 miles away and you just didn’t make too 
many long-distance calls back then.) 
 
The hand-written letter, note, or card seems to not to be the norm these days.  It is easy to stay 
connected with others and most of us think nothing of picking up the phone and calling or texting or 
sending an email.  On my home email account I must receive about 100 messages a day…mostly junk.  
My mom used to send me messages that are like “chain-letters” which advised me that I needed to say a 
certain prayer a certain number of times and pass the message along to a certain number of people.  If I 
did, then God would answer all my requests and if I deleted the email then I must not love God.  Quite 
honestly, I don’t believe God acts in that way and so I often hit the “delete” button.  Occasionally, I 
receive a message that is thought-provoking and so it is this one that I will share with you.   
 

Today before you say an unkind word think of someone who can't speak.  
Before you complain about the taste of your food think of someone who has nothing to eat.  

Before you complain about your spouse or partner think of someone who's crying out to GOD for a 
companion.  

Today before you complain about life think of someone who went too early to the grave.  
Before whining about the distance you drive think of someone who walks the same distance with their 

feet. 
Before you grumble and whine about school, teachers, and homework think of those who live in 

countries where education is either a luxury or outlawed. 
And when you are tired and complain about your job think of the unemployed, the disabled, and those 

who wish they had your job.  
And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down put a smile on your face and think: you're alive and 

still around.  
 

Hopefully, the thoughts above will help to put things into perspective for you.   
 
As I mentioned, the hand-written letter is going by the wayside.  I’ve even heard rumors that 
penmanship or cursive writing is going by the wayside in some schools.  Please, take some time this 
week to practice your penmanship and send a hand-written note to someone you know and love…a 
parent or grandparent, a young man or woman away at college, a relative serving in the military, or even 
someone who lives in your same household!   I promise you that you will put a smile on someone’s 
face…and keep your postal carrier fit as well!! 

 

Claudia 
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There is a song we’ve sung at chapel a few times entitled, The Summons.  The lyrics to the 
first verse are: 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, Will you let my name be known,  
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Jesus is, indeed, calling each of us to serve him and one another.  To this end, your Council 
is asking you to commit yourselves to one year of service to this community.   
 
We are pleased that so many of you have, in the past, served our community in leadership 
roles at liturgy, assisting with the after-mass social, helping with fund-raising, serving at 
the soup kitchen and other out-reach programs,  and organizing and lending a hand with 
the anniversary celebrations.  Compared with other parishes we have an extremely high 
number of folks who volunteer.   
 
We need you to make that commitment again and fill out the Volunteer form that can be 
found on page 8 of this newsletter.    Please take a moment to fill out the form and mark 
those ministries where you have an interest.  Don’t worry if you’ve never done a particular 
thing before WE WILL TRAIN YOU! 
 
We especially need volunteers in the following areas: 

 Sacristan…this person sets up all the liturgical vessels and books before liturgy 
 Acolyte…this person assists the Presider at the altar and serves as a Eucharistic 

Minister 
 Greeter…this person arrives early to liturgy to welcome people and hand out the 

hymnals 
 Choir…I’m sure Kevin would welcome anyone who has a desire to lead us in song.  

No experience is necessary.  The choir generally meets at 5pm each week to have a 
brief rehearsal. 

 Liturgical Decoration…these people decorate the chapel for the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter and even Ordinary Time.  Aaron and Michael create the 
vision and would welcome help implementing it.   
 

Please bring the completed form to the chapel the next time you celebrate liturgy with us 
and either give it to a member of Council or place it in the collection basket. 
Thank you, again, for sharing your time and talents! 
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Community Involvement Corner 

Autumn has finally arrived and so has the season of Harvest. There are quite a few concepts that 

go along with Harvest; the first one is gathering, such as family and friends coming together; 

secondly, Thanksgiving, or giving thanks for the harvest as well as thanking the Lord for what 

He has given us; and finally the third being praying, praying for each other, for health and 

prosperity, and for future harvests. 

What sorts of things come to mind when you think of harvest? I know for me, I think of all the 

wonderful and bountiful food that the Lord has given us. But I also think about those less 

fortunate than myself. With that being said, I would like to invite you all to join me in Dignity 

Detroit’s annual canned food drive. The canned food drive will run the entire month of October, 

although you are more than welcome to start bringing in cans at any time. The drive will 

conclude on Sunday, November 1
st
. You may bring any canned food items and any non-

perishable food items as well. All contributions will be greatly appreciated, as always, and will 

be donated to Freedom House.  

I want to thank you all in advance, and I look forward to sharing this time of a Heavenly Harvest 

with all of you. I hope you all have a healthy and enjoyable autumn. May the bountiful blessing 

of God be always with you as you share them with those less fortunate than us.  

-Michael Frontiera 

 

Mark your calendars!  
 

Our annual Thanksgiving potluck in Madame 
Cadillac Hall will be held on Sunday, November 
29th following our Mass. A sign-up sheet will be 

available in November for volunteers to sign up for set-up, clean-up and 
a dish to pass. 
 
 
42nd Anniversary Celebration 
Our 42nd Anniversary Celebration will take place the weekend of May 14-15, 2016.  
Our Annual Dinner/Dance will be on Saturday evening, May 14th and our 
Anniversary Liturgy will follow on Sunday, May 15th (also the Solemn Feast of 
Pentecost). 
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YES!  I would like to volunteer my time and talents to our Dignity Detroit family 

in the following areas: 
 

            ___ Lector      ___ After-Mass Social Set-up   
 
            ___ Commentator    ___ After-Mass Social Clean-up  
 
            ___ Eucharistic Minister   ___ Anniversary Celebration Committee   
 
            ___ Offertory Gift Bearer   ___ Social Activities Committee   
   
            ___ Usher     ___ Community Involvement Committee  
 
     ___ Acolyte     ___ Representative to other     
              organizations (if needed) 
            ___ Greeter      
        ___ Newsletter Committee   
            ___ Liturgy Set-up (Sacristan)  
        ___ Membership Committee   
     ___ Choir  
        ___ Fundraising Committee    
            ___ Liturgical Decoration     
                
     ___ Liturgical Planning Committee                 
         
            ___ Other (Please specify) _____________________________________ 
 

Please Print Legibly…Thanks!! 
  
Name:  ______________________________________             
                                                                
                      Please drop in the  
Phone:  ______________________________                      collection basket on any 
                                                                               Sunday, or mail to: 
                  
Best times to call:  ________________________                  Dignity Detroit  
              P. O. Box 558 
          Royal Oak, MI 48068                  
E-Mail address:  ______________________________   
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Dignity Detroit offers community outreach for 
our less fortunate brothers & sisters at the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit. 
 
Our volunteer participation needs your help 
on the 2nd and 4th Friday each month 
between 
3:30 - 6:00pm. 
 
Please see Michael F. if you can help. 
Thank You!!!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 
evening at 6:00 pm in Sacred Heart 
Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 
48068-0558 
Voice-mail: 313-278-4786 
E-mail: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

We are a 501 (c) 3 organization 

Dignity Detroit meetings: 
Our meetings are open to all 

 

Council - 
Third Sunday every month @ 4:30 pm 

 
General Membership - 

Third Sunday of January, April, July and 

October, immediately after mass. 

 

DignityUSA: 
P.O. Box 376 

Medford, MA 02155-0376 
Phone: 800-877-8797 

E-mail: info@dignityusa.org 

 

Is your membership expiring 
soon? 

 
You can renew by logging on to the 
Dignity/USA website. If you don’t 
have access to a computer, 
renewal packets are available on 
the back table in the Chapel for 
you to mail in. 
 
Anyone who cannot afford the $50 
membership is encouraged to see 
any member of council for the 
confidential Angel’s Fund program. 
All you have to do is ask! 

 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 

Free estimates 

313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 

                  


