
  

 

September 2019 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality 

with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 
     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

This issue of our newsletter is chock-full of 

important information and interesting 

articles!  Carolyn’s Church Chat on pp. 3-4 

contains information on plenty of upcoming 

activities and events that will nourish the 

mind, body, and soul.  Be sure to read her 

article thoroughly! 

On page 6, Frank provides us with updates and changes made by the AIDS Walk organizers 

regarding this year’s AIDS Walk.  Although there are changes, there is still opportunity to 

support our sisters and brothers living with HIV/AIDS. 

Stewardship/Volunteer Sunday is coming up later this month.  We count on you to share your 

Time, Talent, and Treasure so that our Dignity Community can continue to grow and remain 

an important Catholic presence for LGBTQI individuals. 

Many Dignity/Detroit memberships expire this month.  If you have renewed your 

membership—THANK YOU!  If you are unsure if your membership has expired, please see 

Dave or Frank; they will be able to assist you.  If you’ve never been a member or are new to 

the community, please consider formalizing your membership.  Any member of Council can 

provide you membership materials or you can go to https://www.dignityusa.org/join to join 

this wonderful, faith-filled community! 

Finally, don’t forget to join us at the Detroit Historical Museum on Saturday, September 7th at 

11 a.m. to view the “invisible No Longer” exhibit, honoring the history of the GLBTQI 

community here in Detroit. 
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September 

  1st — 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
  8th — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

         Mass on the Grass and End of  
                   Summer Potluck 
 
 15th — 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

          Council  Meeting 4:30 pm in 
                    Gathering area 
 
 22nd — 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 29th—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program 

effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity 

Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card.  All names 

of  new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the National 

Roster we receive around the 15th of  the following month, will be put in a hat and one 

individual will be chosen.  If  you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have 

simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed 

memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 

 

Our Winner for July:   Eugene 

         

 

For Your Reference 

The Council adopted a 2019-2020 budget at the August 

Council Meeting.  The report usually appearing in this space 

will return with the October Newsletter. 
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“Church Chat” 
 

The days are going by quickly and it is time to plan for upcoming fall 

activities. I have appreciated your helpful suggestions and hope to 

incorporate them going forward.  

 

Here are some upcoming events: 

Mass on the Grass, September 8, 2019 

 Bring a lawn chair and a dish to pass. Dignity will provide Dearborn 

spiral-sliced ham, and ask that you sign up to bring a salad, side, 

desert, soda, water, ice. See the sign up board at Mass this Sunday 

or email me at carolyn.shalhoub@prodigy.net. Glenn Porzadek will 

be accompanying John and the choir on the guitar. Let’s bid 

summer farewell in this way! 

 

Fortunate Families Day of Reflection, Saturday, September 14, 

2019, at Christ the King (see attached registration form) 

 One of the Council, Rich Heide is a speaker, as is Meg Black, 

daughter of Jerry and Mary Black, members of Dignity Detroit. A 

Redemptorist priest who used to preside at Masses for us before he 

moved away, Fr. Dick Mevissen, is also a presenter. Unfortunately, I 

have not yet mastered being at two places at once, and already 

signed up to attend a Sisters of Mercy meeting of their Sexual 

Orientation and Gender Identity group (SOGI) in Farmington Hills 

that day. This is an international group that the Sisters and 

associates have instituted to address these issues for the entire 

community. It is truly wonderful to see these good efforts to 

enlighten society in general and support LGBTQI persons, their 

families, and religious community members and leaders.  

 

         Continued on Page 4 

mailto:carolyn.shalhoub@prodigy.net
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Continued from Page 3 

 

Stewardship Sunday, Volunteer Commitment, September 22, 2019 

 It is time to renew or inaugurate your commitment to ministries and 

committees of Dignity Detroit. The Sunday Gospel speaks about what 

makes a good steward. Dignity is a smaller organization, so 

everyone’s help is needed. There are many ways you can help: 

performing a ministry at Mass, decorating the chapel for seasons and 

holidays, serving on the committee that organizes and carries out 

community outreach and donations, assisting with the Sunday socials 

and other social activities on a one-time or ongoing basis. There truly 

is something for everyone. There will be volunteer forms passed out 

on September 22, or you can fill out the attached form and bring to 

church. There will be training for the ministry duties, once we get the 

forms back. Even if you are already serving in a ministry, please 

recommit. If you have limitations on availability, please indicate them.  

 

Liturgy Committee Formation Meeting, 4:45 pm, Sunday, 

September 29, 2019 

 A few people have indicated interest in serving on a Liturgy 

Committee, and more may sign up on Stewardship Sunday. If you are 

curious, or this is an interest of yours, let me know, or just come. It’ll 

be fun!  

 

The news every day reminds us that life and health are precious and 

could be taken from us without warning. Let’s appreciate our little 

community, where we can pray and congregate as exactly who and how 

we are, but realize things don’t happen by themselves.   

 

 

 

Carolyn 
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Below is a summary of the discussion and decisions reached at the August 1st 
meeting of the AIDS Walk Organizers. 
 
We briefly reviewed the information presented at the previous meeting 
regarding the costs associated with the walk in Detroit and declining 
participation levels over the past few years. All those in attendance agreed 
that holding the walk on September 15th of this year is not feasible, but that it 
is still important for the community to hold an event that 1) honors those we’ve 
lost to HIV/AIDS,  2) supports those currently living with HIV and 3) increases 
awareness of HIV including prevention, PrEP (Pre-exposure prophylaxis) and 
U=U (Undetectable = Untransmittable).    
 
A new walk committee was created at the meeting, and the committee agreed 
to redirect this year’s event and make it a part of the week long “PrEP and 
Proud” campaign being organized by C2P (Connect to Protect). The PrEP and 
Proud campaign is taking place between September 9th and 14th and will 
culminate with a celebration and rally on Saturday, September 14th at the 
Wayne County Community College Detroit campus. AIDS Walk Detroit will be 
a part of this rally and will announce its new name, which was decided upon 
by the planning committee, as “Detroit Walks to End HIV.” This new name will 
allow the walk to evolve along with the community’s interests in refocusing 
how we address HIV  going forward. Along with the new name, the committee 
is focusing on a re-launch of the walk in September 2020 on the campus of 
Wayne State University.   The details are still being discussed and we hope to 
have a concrete location and date to announce at the PrEP and Proud rally on 
September 14th.  
 
If you were unable to attend the meeting on August 1st but would like to be on 
the planning committee, please respond to: info@aidswalkdetroit.org 
 
The committee is currently focused on the September 14th rally and securing 
a 2020 date and location with WSU. We will create additional subcommittees 
to focus on planning the Detroit Walks to End HIV in September 2020 after the 
upcoming rally. We ask that everyone who joins the planning committee 

commit to staying involved through the 2020 event . 

Thanks 

  Latest Update on 2019 AIDS Walk Detroit 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE  THE  DATES: 
Dignity Detroit 46th Anniversary Celebration 

 
 

Dinner Dance:  Saturday, May 16, 2020 

 

Anniversary Liturgy:  Sunday, May 17, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaleidoscope of Expression 

  A celebration of  LGBTQI Artists and Designers.  There is no fee 

for artwork submission.  Submission deadline is September 15th.  

Free admission to actual exhibit; 10-12—10/26.  Location:  Pontiac 

Creative Arts Center, 47 Williams St., Pontiac, MI  48342.  For 

complete details, please contact Ronnie Karpinski at (248) 520-

3136 or Ronald.karpinski@gmail.com 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 
All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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Fortunate Families Detroit Presents 
 

      A Day of Reflection 
 

     for Catholic Families with LGBTQI Loved Ones, 
    for Clergy, Pastoral Care Persons, Friends and Allies, 

and the LGBTQI Community 
 

Christ the King Church 
20800 Grand River at Burt Rd. 

Detroit, MI  
8:30 AM- 3 PM 

Saturday, September 14, 2019 

The day will begin at 8:30 AM with registration and light refreshments and conclude with 
Mass at 3PM. A light lunch will be provided. Registration is $20/person. Scholarships are 
available. 

 

Prayer : Guided Meditation 
 

Story Sharing:  All invited to share their experiences as LGBTQI,  as  
                        family  or  supporters 
 

“Fortunate Families: How and Why”  
       Fr. Dick Mevissen, CSsR:   
 

Panel: “Why I Stay, Why I Left, Why I Struggle” 

 Rich Heide, Jim Gerardi, Julie Nemecek, Meg Black 
 

Rich Heide is a lifelong Catholic, former Jesuit Volunteer (San Jose) and a member of Dignity. 

Jim Gerardi:  Jim Gerardi is a gay man who left the Catholic Church at age 19. 

Meg Black is a former Catholic who continues to feel alienated from the official Church, but 

has found a Catholic faith community in which she feels welcome and comfortable. 

Julie Nemecek is a transgender woman who is an ordained minister and a member of the 

Plymouth UCC community in Grand Rapids. Julie is married to Joanne, her wife of 47years 

Mass:   celebrated by Fr. Vic Clore 
 

Come join us to Pray, Share, Learn, and Grow 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 



  

 

 

Fortunate Families A Day of Reflection 
 

 
REGISTRATION 

 
To participate in this event, please login to PayPal on our website 

https://www.fortunatefamiliesdetroit.com/events  
or 

complete this page with the information below,  
print and mail with a check to  

Janice Laesser,  
46808 Springwood Dr., Macomb MI 48044.  

 

You may also pay at the door, but please mail in this registration form to the above address 
so we have an accurate count of registrants. 

Questions?  email lindakarle@earthlink.net  or call  313.670.2613.  
                                   Please be sure to register by Sept. 7, 2019 

 

Name(s) of Registrant(s) 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________  

 

City   ___________________________________      State  ________          Zip ___________  

 

 
Phone: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



  

 

YES!  I would like to volunteer my time and 

talents to our Dignity Detroit family in the fol-

lowing areas: 

                      

 
Liturgical Volunteers:    
 
  ___ Lector        
 
  ___ Commentator      
 
  ___ Eucharistic Minister     
  
  ___ Offertory Gift Bearer   
   
  ___ Usher       
 
  ___ Acolyte      
            
  ___ Greeter      
          
  ___ Liturgy Set-up (Sacristan)  
 
  ___ Purify Sacred Vessels after Mass 
 
  ___ Launderer (wash/iron linens) 
          
  ___ Choir  
         
  
  ___ Liturgical Decoration     
                
 ___ Liturgical Planning Committee 
  
 

 

 

 

 

  

Please Print Legibly…Thanks!! 

 

Name:  ______________________________________  

 

Phone: ______________________________________  

 

Best times to call:______________________________ 

 

Email address: _______________________________ 

 

 
Social Activities Volunteers: 
 
  ___ After-Mass Social Set-up   
 
  ___ After-Mass Social Clean-up              
       
  ___ Anniversary Celebration Committee   
 
  ___ Thanksgiving Potluck 
 
  ___ White Elephant / Pizza  
 
  ___ Mass on Grass Potluck 
 
  ___ Other Social Activities  
  
Community Involvement Volunteers: 
  
  ___ Community Involvement Committee 
 
  ___ Donation Drives 
 
  ___ Giving Tree 
 
  ___ PRIDE 
 
Other: 
 
   ___ Representative to other organizations (if 
         needed) 
  
   ___ Newsletter Committee   
 
   ___ Membership Committee  
 
   ___ Fundraising Committee  
             

 

   Please drop in the collection basket on 

   any Sunday or mail to: 

         
              Dignity Detroit 

                      P O Box 558 

                     Royal Oak, MI  48068 
 

4
8


