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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their
sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

We began our Lenten journey with Ash Wednesday on Feb. 26 this
year, rather than question as to what we can give up, how about
trying a new approach — what can I give?
Lent is a time when Christians focus on prayer and fasting as a way
to get closer to God — culminating on Easter Sunday — celebrating
Jesus’s resurrection. Some suggestions as to what can a person
give could include providing support to a person in need, a smile in
the face of pessimism, a phone call or letter to someone who is
lonely — there are countless ways in which we can give of
ourselves to someone in need. Gentle words and loving actions —
promoting peace.
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For Your Reference
Fiscal Year Budget Performance
Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support $6,938
Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support $8,215
Over/(Shortfall)
$1,277.25

FY19 Year-to-Date Results
Kroger Community Rewards
Amazon Smile

$44.82
$49.63

Total Community $$ received $94.45

March


1st — 1st Sunday of Lent



8th — 2nd Sunday of Lent



15th — 3rd Sunday of Lent;
Council meeting at
4:30 in the
Gathering area.
22nd — 4th Sunday of Lent



Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join

Our Winner for January: Dominic
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“Church Chat” by
Carolyn
Would it be strange for me to wish you a
happy Lent? As Lent just started with Ash
Wednesday on the 26th of February, the
month of March includes the first five
Sundays of Lent. (Palm Sunday is April 5 and Easter, April 12). I know many of us have been
thinking about our Lenten plans – how will we fulfill the ancient disciplines of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving, this year, at this time of our life, in the current situation of the Church and the world.
Each Lent, we are different people. What our soul needed last year is not the same as we need this
year, or needed ten years ago. Dignity has provided a daily reflection book, “Lenten Blessings
Await”, by Joseph Sica. Each day has a short Scripture quotation, a reflection on the topic,
“homework” and “heartwork”. I hope we will all find a few minutes a day to use this resource.
Many of the parishes of our presiders have devotions and special prayer services like Stations of
the Cross on Friday evenings. When I get some time, I will try to compile a list of some of them. I
know we would be welcome to join them. We are looking into having the Sacrament of
Reconciliation being offered at 5:00 pm on a Sunday of Lent, depending on the availability of the
presider at that time. The IHM Sisters are offering a Lenten series on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 8,
“Lent, How Simplifying Can Lead to Transformation” at the Maxis Center in Riverview. Information on
this program is included in this Newsletter.
Lent and Holy Week contain the only two required days of fast and abstinence in the Church
calendar: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Many of us try to abstain from other things we enjoy
too – chocolate, Coke, movies, Facebook, etc. It kind of seems like a way of strengthening our will
power, like going to the gym does for our health. (Hmmm… maybe going to the gym more during
Lent could work too, though we are not necessarily supposed to be reaping a secondary benefit
from our Lenten activities). “Fasting” from unkind speech, even when provoked as we are by the
current political climate, and instead, giving the best possible motives to people that irritate us
have been suggested as worthy activities. I am going to make an effort to lessen my time online
each day/week. Our phones calculate this time spent for us. Letting myself get cranked up (and
boy, am I ever!) by news, comments and speculation on “Twitter” does no one any good, wastes a
lot of time, and ends up by my getting exhausted and overwhelmed. Instead, maybe we could find
an activity that channels our political frustration into something positive. Volunteering with our
local political organization to help register voters, make calls or canvas neighborhoods is one way. I
just became involved with something called “Postcards to Voters”, which provides names and
addresses, to whom you are asked to handwrite a postcard, encouraging voting. While this isn’t
strictly a “religious” activity, it is aimed at the betterment of society by encouraging participation
in civic life. As we have seen, the choice of our leaders has a direct effect on many social justice
areas, such as treatment of immigrants and measures to maintain clean air and water for all.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
There are many ways we can donate time, money and goods during Lent. We will have the special
“second collection” on March 8 that replaces our March Madness raffle, to benefit the IHM
Sisters South African AIDS efforts. Donating used items, along the lines of “40 bags in 40 days”
benefits others, and helps those of us trying to declutter our homes before we pass on to our
heavenly home, where hopefully there is “no more clutter, no more trash”. Freedom House, the
Ruth Ellis Center and the Pope Francis Homeless Center have wish lists on their websites.
If you are so inclined, there are smart phone apps or eBooks to help with Lenten suggestions.
You can buy the Little Black Book for Lent (see Little Books Companion on iPhone app stores) for your
phone or iPad from Amazon for $4.00. 3D Catholic (free) was developed by the University of
Notre Dame Institute for Church Life to promote prayer, fasting and almsgiving designed to help
users develop a daily habit of engaging these practices. Pray as You Go (free) provides 11 minute
audio retreats by Jesuit Media Initiatives out of Britain, and is not just for Lent. Sacred Space is
similar, and an effort of the Irish Jesuits. The CRS Rice Bowl app helps you put a price on the
things you are giving up for Lent so you can then make a donation of that amount. There are
many more, and you can Google “Lenten apps” if so inclined.
Of course, March has some notable days of celebration and remembrance too. March 17 is St.
Patrick’s Day, and now that I discovered I am “8% English, Irish or Scottish” thanks to
Ancestry.com, I am even more inclined to celebrate. Not one to slight another ethnic group’s
patron, St. Joseph’s Day is on March 19. March 24 is the anniversary of the death of St. Oscar
Romero. Maria von Trapp died on March 28. We are looking into fish fries hosted by area
parishes of our presiders and will send dates/times for your dining pleasure and support of the
parish.
Phew! Lots to think about –

Carolyn

Capuchin Soup Kitchen
We will be continuing our volunteer efforts at the Soup
Kitchen located at 4390 Conner in Detroit next month.
Our next dates are Friday, March 6th and Friday, March
20th from 3:30—6:30.
If you can join us, please
respond to Rich Heide (heiderm@udmercy.edu).
Thanks!
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IHM Spirituality Center
Hello Friends
Lots Happening!
Hello Friends,
Maxis - IHM Spirituality Center will offering a four-week series to
help us prepare for Lent.
Lent: How Simplifying Can Lead to Transformation will be
offered Wednesdays, March 4 - 25 from 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Simplifying and living mindfully both in our homes and in our inner
lives is essential to spirituality and faith. This transformation invites
us then to be a spark of joy, healing and peace for others.
To register or for questions call or email;
maxiscenter@ihmsisters.org or 734-250-8314. Feel free to share
this flyer with family, friends and your parishes.
Blessings,
Maxis IHM Spirituality Center
17380 Grange Rd
Riverview MI

NOTE: Registration form can be found on page 8 of this issue
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March Madness Raffle
Based on some comments submitted with the Survey Monkey
process last year, Council has decided not to hold a March Madness
Raffle. So that the IHM South African AIDS Ministry Program does
not suffer, we will instead have special collection on Sunday, March
8th following our regular Sunday Collection. All monies collected in
that 2nd collection will be directly sent to the IHM South African
AIDS Ministry Outreach Program. If you cannot be with us on March
8th, you can mail your donation to our P O Box (558, Royal Oak, MI
48068). In the Memo field, please write AIDS Ministry Program.
Thank you!! Please write IHM AIDS Ministry in the memo field.

Council Elections
Nominations are now being accepted for our upcoming Council
Elections that will be held in May. We will be electing a President,
Treasurer, and Social Chair. Each office is a two year term that
begins on July 1st. Candidates must be a member of Dignity Detroit
by March 1st in order to be eligible to run for office.
Intent to Run Forms are available from a member of
the Election Committee: Claudia, Mike or Denise.
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After-Mass Social
As most of you are aware, Dignity Detroit has been struggling with the
ideas surrounding our weekly After-Mass Social beginning with the
fact that we have had a Social chair vacancy on Council for more then
three (3) years now.
Through the dedication of three critical individuals (Sonja, Marylou
and Barb N.) the social has continued during the last three years. We
are also extremely grateful to those who signed up to bring goodies to
serve at the Social. We are even more grateful to the individuals who
stay after to assist with the clean-up duties.
Conducting business in this manner is wearing thin on those who
week after week coordinate the social.
Council has decided to modify the After-Mass Social. Effective last
month (February) and continuing through April, we will have an AfterMass Social on the 2nd Sunday of each month (March 8th and April
12th). The 2nd Sunday was chosen because that has traditionally
been cake Sunday and Dennis has agreed to continue to provide the
cake. However, we will still be looking for individuals to bring treats
for those who cannot have sweets.
The idea of even having an After-Mass Social in the future is in your
hands.
We will evaluate the situation at the April Council Meeting on Sunday,
19th and report to you, the membership at the General Membership
meeting on that same day.
Thanks!!!!
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at the School at Marygrove.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

SAVE THE DATES:

Dignity Detroit 46th
Anniversary
Celebration

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

Dinner Dance:
Saturday, May 16, 2020
Anniversary Liturgy:
Sunday, May 17, 2020

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

