
  

 

May 2021 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in  

all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

46th/47th/48th Anniversaries 

This may seem to be déjà vu, but is really isn’t.  The Leadership team 

did not really want to do this, but the circumstances dictate otherwise. 

Although Covid-19 vaccines are now being rolled out, we do not think 

that everyone will be vaccinated by May.  Nor do we believe that all 

restrictions on gatherings will be lifted by October.  It is for these 

reasons, and the one stated below, that we are postponing our 

Anniversary Celebration yet again.  

While securing a venue and DJ are the easy tasks that must take 

place in planning such an event, the big challenge is our Silent 

Auction.  Contacting individuals and businesses and seeking 

donations might prove to be more difficult than in the past.  The 

pandemic is obviously affecting everyone, individuals and businesses 

alike.  If we seek in donations in between now and October, we would 

need to do it again six months later.  Not a wise idea. 

We are announcing that our combined 46th, 47th and 48th 

Anniversary celebrations will now take place the weekend of May 14-

15, 2022.  Our traditional Dinner/Dance will occur on Saturday, May 

14th.  Our Liturgy will occur on Sunday, May 15th. 
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     2nd — Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 
 

     8th —  SATURDAY; Marygrove Campus Clean-up day; 9 am—noon 
 
 

     9th — Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
 

   16th — Ascension of our Lord.  6 p.m. Scripture/Communion service at 
                     Marygrove 
 
 

   23rd — Solemn Feast of Pentecost 
 
 

   30th — Solemn Feast of the Most Holy Trinity 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!! 

      

For Your Reference 

   March Actual Support            $  2,163.41           Kroger Community Rewards    $  00.00 

   March Actual Expenses          $  1,275.59                    (reported monthly) 

.                                                                                 Amazon Smile Rewards            $   22.41                                                     

   Over /Under                          $ + 887.82                    (reported quarterly) 

                                                                                  Total Community received        $   22.41  
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As I write this in mid-April, we have 

had late spring weather, 70 degrees, 

with blooming of  tulips, daffodils, 

forsythia, flowering trees and buds on 

the other ones, followed by light snow, 

cold, wind rain and winter coats. 

Hopefully, by the time you read this, 

things will be back in the pleasant column. It feels like better days are in sight, 

even though the COVID numbers continue to be alarmingly higher than 

anywhere else in the country. Hospitals are back on emergency status, despite 

phenomenal vaccination drives at the county, city, health system, and drug store 

levels. It will be 2 – 4 weeks before the effect of  vaccinating age 16 and above 

will be felt. Having been fully vaccinated myself, it has been tempting to 

lengthen my own chain a bit, and I admit to meeting a former co-worker at a 

mall to pick out a gift for a co-worker who is retiring, and (after scoping out the 

safety precautions) getting a pedicure. Before the cold snap, I was day-dreaming 

about wearing sandals and believe me – ain’t nobody want to see what was going 

on at the end of  my legs…. The unique time-period we have lived in COVID-

World has affected everyone. 

Now we are gingerly heading into the time of  Mother’s Day, graduations, 

barbecues, sports and wondering if  it makes any sense to plan any summer trips 

or even just outings! There are still so many questions without answers. Just to 

make matters even worse, there has been a spate of  mass shootings (every day 

this week) and police shootings that don’t appear to have been warranted. Have 

we just all lost our minds after this difficult year? The Easter liturgical season is 

moving along too. It won’t be long before we have the Solemnity of  the 

Ascension on May 13, and the Solemnity of  Pentecost on May 23. It was 

different not being able to celebrate Easter together in the chapel, as in so many 

years before. I am hoping you found some things among the resources provided 

that helped you during Holy Week and Easter. There really are many 

opportunities for local, national and international virtual prayer and gatherings.  

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 

Ross, Don and I were able to attend Mass in April at St. Joseph Parish, in Trenton, 

celebrated by Fr. Gary. The church was clearly at 50% capacity, the most I have 

seen so far. There was an excellent music ministry. It was doubly special as it was 

where Fr. Stephen Rooney had been pastor before his untimely death during a 

boating accident last year. .  We hope to continue the practice of  scheduling “Mass 

mobs” to various parishes. We will probably repeat some of  the ones already 

visited, since many people were not yet comfortable attending in-person Masses. 

We are also looking forward to celebrating the life of  Sonja, when we can do part 

of  it outdoors  

We are happy to move forward with the added company of  Families with Dignity. 

There are initiatives that they are involved in that are of  interest to us, and vice 

versa. I am feeling renewed energy in having new ideas and approaches to the 

challenges that continue to be in our path. I am looking forward too, to when our 

newly elected Council takes office, and thank those departing (for the time being) 

for their generous service. No organization can thrive, or even survive without 

volunteers willing to share their ideas and energy. To have our community go 

forward, we must have volunteers again for liturgical ministry, community 

involvement, social activities. We have lost some forward momentum. It is time to 

regroup, rethink what we have done in the past and what we can and should do 

(the same or entirely differently) in the future. I hope you will share with us what 

has worked for you throughout the past year, and what you are looking forward to 

being part of  in the coming year(s). There are also many things going on in the 

political arena that need our voices and letters/calls to Congress. Reacting to 

proposed legislation stigmatizing the transgender community (especially children), 

prioritizing “religious views” over the right to adoption services and medical care 

for the LGBTQ+ community and others, not to mention proposals that threaten 

the voting process itself  is not optional for Catholics. Find a topic on which you 

can offer help. Google the NETWORK lobby, or faith-based initiatives of  the 

Biden administration or any of  the many other groups, like Pax Christi. And fix a 

nice glass of  iced tea, go outside, listen to the birds and just relax – you’ve earned 

it.  

            Carolyn 
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Travels with Sr. Mary Kay, RSM 

Our member, Sr. Mary Kay, has moved to San Diego to join the Casa de 

Misericordia Community, an intentional community of  sisters and lay 

persons working with newly arrived immigrants at the border, in San 

Diego, CA. Right now, they are working with a large group of  

unaccompanied minors who have recently arrived. The girl children, 

between ages 11 and 17 were taken to the San Diego Convention Center, 

awaiting reunification with family members and or sponsors who wish to 

welcome them into homes and churches. 470 girls arrived by bus and plane 

on March 27. On March 29, another 500 arrived. The convention center 

can house up to 1400 girls and maximum stay there is 35 days. Young boys 

are being housed at another facility in San Diego. Of  course, COVID has 

added complications to the care of  these children. Casa de Misericordia 

and other groups hope to offer enrichment activities and religious/spiritual 

support for the girls. Care for women and children is a Critical Concern 

(main focus) of  the Sisters of  Mercy.  Sr. Mary Kay also noted that some 

of  the teenagers left their home country because of  the poor treatment of  

LGBTQ persons. Sr. Mary Kay is also one of  the sisters responsible for 

interacting with people interested in a vocation to religious life. I know she 

would appreciate your prayers for her work and those affected by it.  

If  you would like to 
donate to this endeavor, 
p l e a s e  g o  t o 
www.sistersofmercy.org, 
click on DONATE, 
indicate Sisters Ministry, 
and mention Casa de 
Misericordia in the 
comment box.  
 

http://www.sistersofmercy.org
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Membership Meeting Re-Cap 

 

 Council Elections:    Carolyn S. re-elected Vice-President 

            Mike M. re-elected Secretary 

 

             Barb S. elected to step down as Treasurer 
      citing family commitments. 

             Jack R. appointed by Council to serve out 
      the last year of Barb’s term. 

  

 IHM South African AIDS  Ministry Program:   

 Since we did not have a March Madness Raffle again this year, 

       the membership voted to send a check in the amount of  
 $1,000.00 to the IHM’s for this purpose. 

 

 Dignity USA request for donation to create a Leadership 
Stabilization Fund in support of the Executive Director 
Position:  The request from Dignity USA was for $10,000 to be paid 

           over the span of four (4) years — $2,500 each year.  With our                       

           future still in a state of flux and not wanting to tie hands of  

           future Council members here in Detroit, the membership voted 

           to make a initial donation of $2,500.  The request for funds will 

           be re-evaluated in 2023, 2024 and 2025 and appropriate action   

           taken by Council and membership at that time. 

 

 There will be a Marygrove Campus grounds clean-up event on 
Saturday, May 8th  between 9 a.m. and 12 noon.  Lunch will be 
provided for those in attendance.  Complete details will be sent out 
via e-mail as soon as they are known. 
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Families With Dignity monthly update for Dignity Detroit 

April, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Our program to work with Catholic schools to ensure that LGBTQ 
students are supported and welcomed is on pause while we await 
promised engagement at the first school we contacted, U of D Jesuit. 
Linda Karle has been in touch with a teacher at the school who is to 
arrange an introduction with Denise Mallett, UDJ's Dean of Diversity and 
Inclusion.  Meanwhile, we have provided resources to both Mercy High 
and Marian High in support of those schools'  diversity clubs. 

2. Sr. Mary Kay Dobrovolny, a member of our leadership team,  has 
moved to San Diego to  work with immigrants and their children who are 
arriving in the city with few if any resources. We are encouraging FWD 
members to assist Mary Kay and the Sisters of Mercy financially, since the 
arriving children are in need of such basic items as underwear and socks.  

3. We were honored at our general membership meeting to have as 
speakers four of the religious sisters whose stories appeared in the 
recently published book  Love Tenderly: Sacred Stories of Lesbian and 
Queer Religious, now available from Amazon. 

4. We have been in dialogue with Terry Gonda concerning a proposed 
program to work with the Archdiocese of Detroit and the leaders of 
Courage and Encourage to ensure the safety of Catholic LGBTQ  youth.  
While Terry has not specified the meaning of "safety" in the context of the 
proposed program, our Leadership Team has replied to her proposal with 
a decision not to participate. The unanimous decision was based on the 
incompatibility of our Mission Statement with the beliefs and principles of 
the Courage program. 
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Capuchin Soup Kitchen  

 
The Capuchin Soup Kitchen is slowly resuming operations.  Breakfast and 
lunch is now being served.  Two (2) volunteers are needed for serving 
breakfast and three (3) volunteers are needed for serving lunch. 

To volunteer please visit: 

 https://thecapuchins.volnteerhub.com/lp/Michigan 

The organizers of the outreach ministries hope to 
resume dinner meals in the coming months. 

The ministry sites that are currently accepting 
volunteers include Meldrum Kitchen, Conner Kitchen, 
and the Services Center. Once you click on the location 
of your choice, you will see a list of current volunteer 
opportunities and the number of volunteers needed for 
that shift. If interested, you are able to create an 
account, complete the profile, and sign up for shifts.  

 

Parish Visits 
 

 

Listed below are the locations of the next Parish visits: 

  Sunday May 2nd: St. Collette Catholic Church 

       12 Noon                17600 Newburgh Rd. 
                                 Livonia, Michigan 48152  

 

  Sunday, June 6th, 11 am:   Ss. Peter and Paul  

     located on Jefferson Avene  (across the street  

           from the Renaissance Center).   Father Gilbert 

           Sunghera and Fr. Tim McCabe will concelebrate. 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Dignity Detroit service will 

be sent out in a separate email  

early  in each month. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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46th/47th/48th Anniversary 

Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

        Saturday, May 14, 2022 

Worship Service:   

        Sunday, May 15, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

30931 W. 7 Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48152 

(248) 536-2053 

Dara Schramm, PT, DPT 

Michael Zylik, PT, DPT 
 

Hours 

Monday and Wednesday 

9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday 

7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

