
  

 

August 2021 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the 
integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God 

participate fully in  all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

Worship Schedule and Parish Visit 

 

Listed below is the location of the next Parish visit: 

    Sunday, August 1, 10:30 am:    

St. Louis Catholic Church with Fr. Bill Siebert.  The 
Church is located at 24415 Crocker Boulevard, Clinton 
Township, Michigan 48036  

Sunday, August 15th, 6 p.m.  

Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy, Sacred Heart 
Chapel located at the School at Marygrove.   
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      August     

      1st —    18th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass at St. Louis Catholic  
       Church with Fr. Bill Siebert.  The Church is located at 24415                     
       Crocker  Boulevard, Clinton Township, Michigan 48036  

      8th —   19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   15th —    Solemn Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Mother; Mass 
      of Peace and Justice with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel at 
            Marygorve 
 
   22nd —   21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
   29th  -     22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time; Scripture and Communion 
      Service; Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove 
 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!! 

      

For Your Reference 

   July Actual Support                 $     118.00           Kroger Community Rewards    $  ……. 

   July Actual Expenses               $__ 155.00                    (reported monthly) 

.                                                                                 Amazon Smile Rewards            $    15.65 

   Over /Under                          $    -  39.00                    (reported quarterly) 

                                                                                  Total Community received        $   15.65  
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 I was remembering my first time at 

Dignity Detroit in the spring/summer 

of  1998. I was sure the ceiling of  the 

Marygrove College chapel would fall in 

ruins around my body, there would be 

newspaper articles identifying my 

broken carcass to those in my family and work life unaware of  my identity 

(which would be nearly everyone). Clearly, I felt at home enough there to 

continue participating to this present day, even as, until 2015 when it was 

closed, I continued an active role at my parish. How things have changed! 

Even as the official local leadership has thrown rocks in our path as a 

Dignity community (and our sibling group, Families With Dignity), more 

and more “welcoming” parish communities have arisen in our local areas. In 

some cases, the “welcome” is stated prominently on their parish web page:  

 

“You are welcome!” 
 
Reflecting the welcome that Jesus Christ offers to all, Christ the King 
Parish welcomes every person to full participation in our parish 
community. We believe that all are worthy of  respect and love, because 
all are created in the image of  God. 
We strive to welcome into full participation in the Body of  Christ 
persons of  every age, race, cultural background, gender identity and 
expression, sexual orientation, physical and mental ability, social and 
economic situation, marital status, and faith background. We do not 
seek to erase our differences. Rather, we lovingly embrace the rich and 
unique dimensions within each of  us; this is the wholeness of  life. 
Moving with as much graciousness and humility as we can, we journey 
together in a safe, positive and nurturing environment, beyond 
tolerance, toward mutual respect, in grateful celebration of  God’s 
creation.” 
          Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 

Others have made it clear in statements from the pulpit and during events like 
the virtual program of  Fr. James Martin sponsored by Gesu Parish Peace and 
Justice Committee. Our Jesuit friends at the local parishes and University have 
clearly communicated their support privately, and during live-streamed and in 
person services. We have been warmly welcomed at each of  the parishes we 
have attended as a group since the opening up after COVID has allowed. 
Certainly, communities of  religious women like the Religious Sisters of  Mercy 
and Sisters, Servants of  the Immaculate Heart of  Mary, have stood with us 
throughout. This public support would have been unheard of  in 1998, and 
even more unbelievable 50 years ago when Dignity USA came to be, and 48 
years ago for our local group. People like us banded together to practice our 
faith in secret, so as to have a place where we could feel truly welcome. What 
a difference those 50 years have made in civil society, and to a lesser extent, in 
faith communities! Of  course, it is also true that the priests who presided with 
us are 20+ years older, beset with challenges like many fewer priests and a 
diocesan initiative to compensate for that, “Families of  Parishes” which will 
drastically affect the structure and workload for them.  
 

We have places to go to participate in Mass where we feel welcome, even if  
we are not together as at Dignity, though worshipping as a group is still a 
uniquely satisfying experience. Many of  us have found such places either in 
the virtual world or in person during the long COVID lockdown. These 
additional opportunities have added to what we already had. We have tried to 
offer a variety of  prayer options during the last year plus. We have lacked 
what was another crucial part of  our Dignity community: opportunities to 
mingle, enjoy each others’ company, and form social bonds. We also have not 
had the opportunity to perform in-person service together, which is another 
way to form a tight community. The months ahead will hopefully, remedy 
these situations. We plan to celebrate the life of  our dear Sonja in September 
with Mass and a potluck picnic. The PRIDE celebrations in Detroit and 
Ferndale will need a number of  volunteers. We cannot be a community with 
only a fraction of  the membership actively participating. If  what we are doing 
is not what you would like, please help us change that. 
            
           Continued on page 5 
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We are gingerly returning to a more open world again, although there is still 
a COVID threat with the Delta variant and stories of  people testing positive 
despite being vaccinated. As we are able, let us prove what and who we are, 
whether at local parishes, on-line services, or in-person, having fun,  or 
doing service: God’s beautiful and much-loved rainbow people.  

           Carolyn 
 

Families With Dignity for Dignity Detroit 
Monthly Update —- August 2021 

 

The FWD leadership team has decided to proceed with establishing a program of  
material support for persons fired from positions in Catholic institutions 
because of  their gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status in connection 
with either, or related issues.  The program will center on an in-person presentation 
of  a check for $1,000 to one who meets program criteria, unrestricted as to the use 
to which the money may be put. The purpose is not primarily to aid the fired 
person financially, but to make a significant gesture of  solidarity, support, and 
healing in the face of  a cruel and unwarranted loss. The program will be limited to 
Michigan archdioceses, with exceptions reviewed and approved by the leadership 
team.  Dignity is helping with advice concerning legal and bookkeeping matters, and 
has offered to handle the writing of  award checks and related tasks. 

We’re happy to have contributed to the virtual Dignity Blessing event held as a 
prayerful response to the Vatican’s statement declining to bless gay unions or 
marriages. Members of  our leadership team read blessings written by various FWD 
members. 

On June 25, FWD president Linda Karle attended a virtual event held by the Global 
Network of  Rainbow Catholics to promote and discuss the release of  the GNRC 
booklet “Catholic Sexual Conversations in a Diverse Church.” The tract 
suggests the possibility of  progress in Catholic theology on questions of  sexuality 
and sexual identity through (1) dialogue with the subject communities; (2) 
consideration of  developments in the science and psychology of  sexuality; and (3) 

changes in the attitudes of  Catholic people about sexuality since publication of  
the latest Catholic Catechism in the 1980s. 

Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 
 

On June 25, FWD president Linda Karle attended a virtual event held by the 
Global Network of  Rainbow Catholics to promote and discuss the release of  
the GNRC booklet “Catholic Sexual Conversations in a Diverse 
Church.” The tract suggests the possibility of  progress in Catholic theology 
on questions of  sexuality and sexual identity through (1) dialogue with the 
subject communities; (2) consideration of  developments in the science and 
psychology of  sexuality; and (3) changes in the attitudes of  Catholic people 
about sexuality since publication of  the latest Catholic Catechism in the 
1980s. 

As part of  Dignity USA’s virtual gathering on September 11, FWD will hold 
a workshop entitled “Parents, Kids, and Grandfolks: The LGBTQ+ 
Family Challenge.”  Will report more on this as plans progress. 

The following notable speakers have accepted our invitation to address 
upcoming FWD monthly membership meetings: 

 Aug. 29: Jackie Fulbright, grandmother of  two gay children, who will 
address the issue of  relationships with gay family members in the Black 
community 

 Sept. 26: Kevin Welbes Godin, educator and facilitator for LGBTQ+ 
support in Toronto Catholic schools.   

Dignity members interested in hearing any of  those speakers are welcome to 
listen in. 

Please notify Linda Karle several days in advance.  

On invitation by her religious order, Sister Mary Kay Dobrovolny, a member 
of  our leadership team, left Detroit to serve immigrant families in need on 
the U.S.-Mexico border.  Despite an extremely busy schedule, Mary Kay 
continued to participate in FWD meetings and decision-making. She recently 
left on a 12-day mission in Honduras to provide support and protection for 
environmentalists who have been jailed for protests against mining 
companies.  She is part of  a delegation also tasked with exploring the 
devastation of  infrastructure by hurricanes and joining local activists in 
pressuring the government to fix levees.  
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Coming This Fall – Dignity USA Virtual 
National Conference! 

Sometimes it is easy to forget that we are part of  a vibrant national 

organization that supports us, and all in the LGBTQ+ community in the US 

and around the world. When national or international events occur, like the 

recent “blessing ban” for our relationships, and our own situation in the 

AOD, we have people like Marianne Duddy Burke, Executive Director,  to 

speak eloquently for us in national or local media. D-USA has connections 

to other religious and secular LGBTQ+ organizations in the US and around 

the world.  

Some of  us have had the opportunity to attend the biannual national 

meetings, like several of  us did in 2019, when it was close by in Chicago. 

There was one scheduled for this year in San Diego, but COVID forced a 

cancelation. It has been rescheduled for next July 5 – 7, 2022, in San Diego, 

but the leadership wanted to use the magic of  virtual connection to hold 

one this fall, September 11 and 12. For those for whom travel is expensive 

or burdensome, this may be an opportunity to get to know what is 

happening in a more convenient way. 

With the theme, “Our Journey Forward”, the conference will have speakers, 

including keynote speaker Fr. Bryan Massengale, the acknowledged Catholic 

leader on intersectional justice issues, who will share his perspective on how 

we move forward after dealing with global pandemic, racial reckoning, 

threats on our democracy, increasing attacks on LGBTQI protections, and 

fractures in our church. The session will include Q&A. There will be 

workshops, and opportunities for prayer and community including “In 

Memoriam”, when all who have died in the last two years will be 

remembered. Breakout sessions address a number of  timely topics. 

“Rooms” will be open for social gatherings. There will be a virtual “Chapel” 

open at all times, with submitted videos, poems and prayers.  

    Continued on page 8 
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The conference is being presented on HOPIN, a Zoom alternative. To find out 
more about it and/or register, click one of  the links on the https://
www.dignityusa web page. There are three payment levels, $30, $50, and $100, 
for the conference, which are explained on the web page. When you register, 
you will be admitted to the HOPIN  application. The schedule on 9/11 runs 
from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm, and 1:30 – 4:45 on 9/12. There will be opportunities 
to meet the national Board and Caucuses, and hear them speak about current 
reality and future plans.  
 
We hope you will take this unique opportunity to get to know and appreciate 

our national organization leaders, and with other Dignity members from across 

the US, pray, laugh, and learn together, all in the comfort of  your home. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrating the wholeness and holiness of  LGBTQI Catholics  

https://www.dignityusa
https://www.dignityusa
https://www.dignityusa.org/
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Dignity Detroit service will 

be sent out in a separate email  

early  in each month. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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46th/47th/48th Anniversary 

Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

        Saturday, May 14, 2022 

Worship Service:   

        Sunday, May 15, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

30931 W. 7 Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48152 

(248) 536-2053 

Dara Schramm, PT, DPT 

Michael Zylik, PT, DPT 
 

Hours 

Monday and Wednesday 

9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday 

7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

